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June 15, 2011

Dear Neighborhood Leader, 


Are you interested in finding out how “green” your neighborhood is?


Does the opportunity to work with organizations to “green up” your neighborhood interest you?


Would you like to be recognized for your efforts to create a “green neighborhood?”

Then keep reading!
Green Neighborhood Council (GNC) Launches 2011 Scorecard

The Green Neighborhood Council of the Green Omaha Coalition has been hard at work updating the Green Neighborhood Scorecard, and companion Resource Guide, for 2011distribution! With the help of Dr. Mary Ferdig and her Sustainability Leadership graduate class at UNO and past GNC co-chairs Daniel Lawse and Trilety Wade we offer this tool for you to assess the “greenness” of your neighborhood while identifying areas for future environmental enhancements.   

The Green Neighborhood Scorecard is a 20-question survey to be completed at a neighborhood level. Topics covered include:  Natural Environment, Transportation, Food, Water and Stormwater, and Waste and Recycling. The accompanying Scorecard Resource Guide provides practical resources for neighborhood leaders to use in their efforts to begin greening their neighborhoods.

Why Participate?
Neighborhoods that complete and submit the Scorecard will help the Green Neighborhood Council do the following: 

· Establish a baseline to help you measure your neighborhood’s environmental progress from year to year. 

· Assess what environmental information/resources are needed by neighborhoods in the Greater Omaha Area.

· Develop practical projects to create, or further develop, “green” neighborhoods in our community. 

How to Participate 
You will find a Scorecard included with this letter. Completing the Scorecard is an interactive process that will require respondent(s) to get out and walk around their neighborhoods to find answers to most of the survey questions. The Scorecard can be completed over a few days/outings. 

Additional Scorecards Available: 

· download from GNC’s pages at the Green Omaha Coalition website: www.greenomahacoalition.org, beginning June 15, 2011.

· at the Neighborhood Center for Greater Omaha, 115 S. 49th Avenue, Omaha, NE.

· by mail; contact Ken Deffenbacher at kdeffenbacher@cox.net.

Submittal Deadline August 31, 2011

· Completed Scorecards can be:
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Mailed to 
Ken Deffenbacher, Chair

Green Neighborhood Scorecard

Neighborhood Center for Greater Omaha 
115 S. 49th Avenue

Omaha, NE 68132
Dropped off at the Neighborhood Center, 115 S. 49th Avenue, Omaha, NE 68132
Scanned and e-mailed to scorecard@greenomahacoalition.org.

Outcomes
· Neighborhoods with high scores will be announced at the annual Green Homes Tour on Saturday, October 15th, and prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be awarded:  $300, $250, and $200, respectively.

· We will be hosting the 1st Green Neighborhoods Roundtable, on Thursday, October 20th, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Neighborhood Center, 115 S. 49th Ave. The purpose of the Roundtable is to provide opportunities for community leaders to network and learn from one another ways to green their homes and neighborhoods as they reflect on the 2011 Scorecard completion process and discuss steps they can take in preparing for the year ahead.  

We look forward to receiving your Scorecard.

Sincerely,

The Omaha Green Neighborhood Council
of the Green Omaha Coalition







Green Neighborhood Council of the Green Omaha Coalition

Website: www.greenomahacoalition.org
Email: scorecard@greenomahacoalition.org

